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PASTOR JASA’S CORNERPASTOR JASA’S CORNER  

1st Corinthians 9:22 

English Standard Version (ESV) 

  “…I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some.” 

     What does this mean? We should not be offended by the speech, actions or behaviors of others. We 

should be patient with people in the world. We should not expect people to immediately see things 

from our perspective. These things take time. We should, whenever possible, conform to culture, social 

norms, standards of courtesy and formal behavior. The food we eat, the clothes we wear, and activities 

that we engage in are all areas where we are given freedom. However as we exercise this freedom, it is 

important to keep in mind that God has also given us boundaries. 

     We should obey the law and practice good moral conduct. In social situations where liquor is served, 

we need to use good judgment. At sporting events, we should exhibit good sportsmanship and play by 

the rules. When interacting with members of the opposite sex we need to uphold marriage by honoring 

our vows and the vows of others. As Peter tells us, “Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, 

so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the 

day of visitation” (1 Peter 2:12). 

     We should not be an offense. We should do nothing that will turn people away from Jesus. The bot-

tom line:  If people reject Jesus it should not be because of our behavior but because they reject a God 

who will forgive absolutely anyone, or, even more to the point, a God who has already forgiven every-

one. “God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not counting men’s sins against them, and 

entrusting to us the message of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:19). Our message of reconciliation is 

that, because of Christ, all men’s sins are forgiven. (To the reader: your sins are forgiven by Jesus at 

this moment.) This is the offense. The Gospel itself is the thing that must offend.  

     “Where sin increased, grace abounded all the more” (Romans 5:20). God always has more for-

giveness than you have sin. God himself died in our place and therefore all sin of all people has been 

dealt with, for all time. One student on the UCLA campus put it this way: “I don’t want to be in heaven 

if there are Nazis (murderers, pedophiles, drug dealers, etc) there.” There has to be only one thing that 

is offensive, and that is the cross. The gospel is outrageous forgiveness for undeserving sinners. A per-

son responded by saying, “Christianity is irresponsible; it lets bad people off the hook.” And to that I 

say, “Thanks be to God”! 

  



    

 

      

 Former Sexton 

Mary Emfinger 

has come back to 

ULC, this time 

as the newest Sexton Coordinator. Mary, born in 

Taft, California, came to the chapel in the 2005 

when she was attending UCLA where she majored 

in History and minored in Theater. She then went 

to study musical theater at the American Musical 

and Dramatic Academy in New York City.  

     Having been a Sexton, Mary can definitely em-

pathize with the Sextons living here. With Mary, 

one can find a great conversationalist, who is light-

hearted and humorous. We are excited to see what 

her future plans are with the Sexton program  

 

  

 

A Conversation with Mary 
 

 When did you first hear about ULC and how 

did you come to be a part of it?  
     ULC became a very important part of my life 

very soon after I started UCLA. I attended a ser-

vice one summer morning and tried scurrying 

away quickly at its conclusion when a member 

(also a Sexton) caught me and engaged me in con-

versation that must have lasted at least half an 

hour. I was very blessed to be adopted into such a 

friendly and loving community just as I was start-

ing my journey at UCLA.  

 
      

      

 

      

      

 The University 

Lutheran Chapel 

would like to wel-

come Bartholo-

mew Loos who came to ULC in early August 

seeking to serve as the Campus Missionary. Bart 

was born and raised in Buffalo, New York. He at-

tended Binghamton University in his first year of 

college and later transferred to Concordia Univer-

sity in Chicago where he majored in History and 

minored in Biblical Languages.   

      

 

     

   

     

  

  

  

  

  

  

                

                 

 

     Around the chapel, Bart is known as the resi-

dent singer with a good heart. His spontaneous 

dancing and kindness brings a positive energy to 

the chapel. Bart will be serving in ULC until June 

and plans to attend Concordia Seminary in St. 

Louis in the fall of 2012.  

 

 

A Conversation with Bart  

 

When did you first hear about ULC and how 

did you come to be a part of it? 

     When I looked into campus mission opportuni-

ties, I came across a program through the Lutheran 

Church-Missouri Synod called, “Campus Mission-

ary Volunteers”. I called Jon Jensen, who is the 

director of this program, he set up an interview 

with Pastor Jasa, and then everything took off from 

there! 
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MARY, CONTINUED... 

 

BART, CONTINUED... 

Tell us about the Sexton program, what your role 

in it is, and what you hope to achieve with the pro-

gram.   

     The Sexton program at ULC provides students the 

opportunity to live in a Christian community and par-

ticipate in the day-to-day operation of a vital and 

growing ministry. In exchange, the students make a 

small donation and volunteer their time to provide 

janitorial and grounds-keeping services, and help 

with worship, music, ministry, and continuing Chris-

tian education at ULC. I make sure that this happens 

and that the Sextons continue to fulfill their responsi-

bilities to the chapel while living harmoniously with 

each other in a healthy environment. I also hope that 

each and every Sexton will grow to love the chapel 

and think of it not only as their physical home but 

also a house where they can worship. 

 

You used to be a Sexton yourself. What was your 

job? 

     My first summer as a Sexton, I was "Stock Room 

Manager" and I can sympathize with any and every-

one who has that job. It is hard to inspire the Sextons 

to keep most of the rooms at the chapel clean, let 

alone the stock room. I was more fit for my second 

job, "Top Floor Coordinator".  

 

What did you like most about being a Sexton 

here? Do you have a memory from here that you 

cherish the most?  
     I know this might sound strange, but I loved my 

roommates and I loved living in a triple. The six girls 

who lived at the chapel at the same time as me will 

forever be some of the best friends I have.  

     Many of my favorite memories are the simplest 

ones. I miss cooking with my roommates, and taking 

grocery shopping trips to Trader Joe's to come back 

to the puzzle of making three people's groceries fit 

into a shared freezer. I miss the mission trips to Mex-

ico and New Orleans. I miss how stinky and depress-

ing the library became during finals week, but how 

there was always time for a good study break when 

someone came up with a crazy idea or some ideologi-

cal debate that had to be discussed right away. I have 

so many good memories of the chapel.  

  

 

 

What is your role as Campus Missionary? What 

do you hope to achieve being the campus mission-

ary? 

     My role as the Campus Missionary is to assist 

Pastor in his ministry here at the Chapel. In this role, 

it is our mission to go out and share with students and 

the community the love of God and the salvation He 

has awarded all people. In addition, it is to provide a 

place where the Word is purely taught and a place 

where people can have fellowship with one another, 

and make this known to others. 

 

You grew up in Buffalo and went to school in Chi-

cago. Now you are here in Los Angeles. How do 

you like it? 

     I have been in Los Angeles for just over four 

months! I like the fact that LA is very diverse and 

one can meet people from all sorts of backgrounds.  

 

What is your focus in life? Did you always know 

that this is what you wanted to do? 

     I would like to say my focus in life is Christ and 

serving others one hundred percent of the time. Un-

fortunately, this is not the case. Thankfully, we live 

under Grace and I am constantly being brought back 

to Him. In regards to a career, I am focused on where 

the Lord would have me be most affective to serve 

others and to glorify Him.  

     I have not always completely known. Becoming a 

pastor has been on my mind since a young age, but 

toward the end of high school, I pursued history and 

soccer rather than the Pastoral Office. However, 

through my experiences at Binghamton, the idea of 

becoming a pastor heightened. After transferring to 

Concordia University, I spent three years in the Pre-

Seminary program discerning whether the Ministry is 

where God would use me best. However, toward the 

end of my senior year I thought it best to postpone 

going to Seminary and to participate in missions.  
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Meet some of our Sextons - Jonathan Su and Joe Ebert  

Jonathan Su:  

     When asked what his favorite television show is, 

Jonathan responds without hesitation, “South 

Park”. The show in its ability to express its opin-

ions and ideas on a variety of topics in an exagger-

ated and crude manner represents a freedom of 

speech true to that of the United States, which in-

spired Jonathan to come to the U.S.  

     Jonathan Su is a twenty-five year old student in 

his second year at Los Angeles City College. His 

major is in Cinema and plans to work in the film 

industry. Jonathan grew up in Taipei, Taiwan and 

has been living in Los Angeles for a year. Jonathan 

has been as Sexton for nine months now and cur-

rently serves as the Declare and Defend Officer.  

Joe Ebert: 

     Joe Ebert, born in Lincoln, Nebraska and raised 

in Cincinnati, Ohio, turned twenty-five on Hallow-

een day. He heard about ULC from a friend from 

his church in Ohio. Joe is now in his fourth month 

as a Sexton, currently serving as the Mid-Week 

Service Coordinator. Joe likes the community here 

at chapel, finding everyone to be very outgoing and 

friendly. He is surprised to see that UCLA is not a 

typical college town in the sense that it does not 

have a football community. Joe is getting his Ph.D. 

in Architecture Studies at UCLA in hopes of teach-

ing at the college level. 
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SEXTONSEXTON  
 

SECTIONSECTION  

Top Row: Moses Zhang, Mary Emfinger, George Zhang, Bart Loos, Lauren Cerulle, Joe Ebert, Lena Ghobry 

Bottom Row: Jonathan Su, Sarah Rafik Morcos 

(Jori Lindley not pictured)  

     Here at the chapel, we have nine sextons. They all come from different places: China, 

Ohio, Taiwan, Chicago, and of course the Southern California region. We all enjoy our Fri-

day night dinners and watching Bart’s dance parties.     
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ASCENDASCEND  

Our newest service at the 

Chapel is Ascend, our mid-

week contemporary service on Tuesdays at 9 pm. Coor-

dinator Joe Ebert tells us about it:  

     Ascend is a mid-week contemporary worship service at 

the ULC.  The point is to accommodate a community popu-

lation that might be more familiar and comfortable with a 

contemporary worship practice.  Being on a college campus 

provides us with great opportunities to evangelize to a di-

verse student body.  If you like traditional, then come to our 

Sunday service, but if you like contemporary, then come to 

Ascend on Tuesday nights at the Chapel.  We are trying to 

make the Chapel as unified and diverse as possible, thus 

hoping to increase not only attendance, but the variety of 

stewards called by God to the ULC community. 

     I hope Ascend will provide a weekly getaway from the 

daily grind of school--a break so to speak.  Students—

anyone really—can come and experience an open fellow-

ship, with the goal of praising God, through the distribution 

of His Word.  I hope that, years down the road, Ascend will 

draw a vast and diverse pop-

ulation of students--a com-

munity encouraged through 

worship to ascend the com-

placency of daily life. 

This coming Winter Quarter, we will 

continuing our study of the Old Testa-

ment and we will be reading The Great 

Divorce by C.S. Lewis in the Wednes-

day Bible Study at 6 pm.   

     What if anyone in hell could take a 

bus trip to heaven and stay there forever 

if they wanted to? 

     In The Great Divorce C.S. Lewis em-

ploys his formidable talent for fable and 

allegory. Lewis’ revolutionary idea is the 

discovery that the gates of hell are locked 

from the inside. In Lewis’ own words, “If 

we insist on keeping hell (or even earth) 

we shall not see heaven; if we accept 

heaven we shall not be able to retain even 

the smallest and most intimate souvenirs 

of hell”.   
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PASTOR JASA SPEAKS OPASTOR JASA SPEAKS ON CAMPUSN CAMPUS  

     Pastor Mark Jasa will be speaking about 

secularism on Monday, January 23rd at 

5:30pm in Kerckhoff Hall Meeting Room 

State Room 131 and 133. Pastor in his talk 

will provide an overview of his research on 

modern secularism. In other words, he will 

speak about the modern separation of reli-

gion and culture /society and the impact it 

has on Christianity in today’s world, as 

well as the impact Christianity has on secu-

lar culture. 

     On February 6th at 9:00pm in Acker-

man Union Meeting Room 2408, Pastor 

Mark Jasa speak about Buddhism. He will 

provide a historical background of Bud-

dhism, particularly on the life Siddhartha. 

He will then expand on the basic belief sys-

tem of Buddhism, the similarities and dif-

ferences of Buddhism and Christianity, and 

speak to Christians regarding how to pro-

claim law and Gospel to Buddhists. 

 

ANNUAL MAMMOTH SKI TANNUAL MAMMOTH SKI TRIPRIP  

     The Annual Mammoth Ski Trip will 

be held from January 13th to the 16th. 

We will be staying at Mammoth Lakes 

Lutheran Church. If you are interested in 

attending or driving please contact Mary 

Emfinger at  marekinss@gmail.com  

 
CONTINUED... 
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þTrust in the Lord for-þTrust in the Lord for-
ever, for the Lord ever, for the Lord 
God is an everlasting God is an everlasting 
rock.ÿ       rock.ÿ         

                                                                  
        Isaiah 26:4Isaiah 26:4  


